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"Follow His Lead," entertains the reader with real-life drama and humor. Readers can easily visualize 

this unique moment in history and connect to the bonds shared by man and his best friend. "Follow His 

Lead" has won a Pinnacle Book Achievement Award for 2023 in Military fiction and Firebird Book 

Awards for Animals and War Fiction. 

In the tumultuous history of warfare, the unsung heroes often come in the most unexpected forms. 

Amidst the chaos of the Vietnam War, a group of four-legged warriors known as Scout Dogs played a 

pivotal role in saving lives and providing solace to soldiers. 

Richard LaMotte's poignant novel, "Follow His Lead," artfully captures the essence of these 

remarkable dogs and the profound bond they shared with their human counterparts. 

Through a gripping narrative, LaMotte sheds light on the painful reality faced by these courageous 

animals and the emotional impact they had on those who served alongside them. 

 

The Unforgettable Role of Scout Dogs 

During the Vietnam War, over 4,000 dogs were deployed by the United States military to assist in 

combat operations. These highly trained Scout Dogs played a crucial role in detecting hidden dangers 

such as booby traps and enemy soldiers, thereby ensuring the safety of American troops. 

The statistics are staggering: these loyal canines are credited with saving an estimated 10,000 lives. 

However, the end of the war brought a heartbreaking fate for many of these dogs. 
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Out of the 4,000 deployed, only around 200 returned to the United States, while the rest were either left behind or 

euthanized due to the absence of established protocols for returning military dogs at that time. 

Impactful 

In "Follow His Lead," Richard LaMotte skillfully weaves a fictional tale around the experiences of 

Chuck, a young soldier, and his trusted canine companion, Zeke. Through Chuck's perspective, readers 

gain a profound understanding of the vital role that Scout Dogs played in the war. 

By presenting this story as a work of fiction, the reader is able to delve deeper into the emotional 

aspects of the bond between Chuck and Zeke, which might be difficult to capture by numbers alone. 

The narrative showcases the incredible bravery of these dogs, as they fearlessly navigated the 

treacherous jungles of Vietnam, sniffing out danger with unwavering loyalty. 

 
Zeke, in particular, becomes a beacon of hope and healing for Chuck, providing much-needed 

emotional support amidst the chaos and trauma of war. 



Through their shared experiences, the author portrays the transformative power of the human-canine 

bond, reminding us of the extraordinary capacity of dogs to understand and comfort us in our darkest 

moments. 

A Tribute and Reminder: "Follow His Lead" serves as a powerful tribute to the countless lives lost 

during the Vietnam era, both on the battlefield and in the aftermath of the war. 

The heart-wrenching reality of leaving behind or euthanizing these brave dogs is at the core of the 

story, evoking a profound sense of grief and empathy in readers. 

The emotional connection I felt while reading this book was undeniable. While the book has a lot of 

joyful moments, I often found myself shedding a tear, fully immersed in the characters' journeys. 

Final Thoughts 

In Richard LaMotte's "Follow His Lead," the emotional impact is undeniable, leaving readers with a 

deeper appreciation for the sacrifices made by both soldiers and their loyal canine companions. 

 
 
By elevating the story through the lens of fiction, LaMotte allows us to immerse ourselves fully in the 

lives of these remarkable dogs and the indelible mark they left on those who were fortunate enough to 

work alongside them. 

This heartfelt tribute not only honors the Scout Dogs of Vietnam but also serves as a powerful reminder 

of the enduring bond between humans and animals, a bond that transcends time, war, and tragedy. 
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